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SKETCH 

OF THE 

History of the Moravian Congregation 

AT 

GNADENHUTTEN ON THE MAHONING. 

BY ROBERT RAU. 



Bordering on the southern edge of the prolific anthracite coal 
fields of Pennsylvania — flanked on either side by ranges of the 
Kittatinning Mountains, fragrant with balsamic spruce and pine — 
stretching from the Lehigh river a dozen miles southwestwardly 
into Schuylkill County — thus may be verbally mapped the bounda- 
ries of the Mahoning Valley, within whose confines the early Mora- 
vian ambassadors of a crucified Redeemer strove, amidst discour- 
agements, persecutions, and martyrdom, to bring into and retain 
within the fold of the Good Shepherd, him of whom the poet still 
sings as the noble red man of the forest, but whose national char- 
acteristics, when divested of the glamour of romance, were naught 
but treachery and cruelty. 

Such, forsooth, were the traits of those debauched Mohicans, 
whom that pioneer of Moravian missionaries in North America, 
Christian Henry Rauch, met in the town of New York, in 1740, 
and followed to their dwelling places in Shecomeco, and with whom, 
in fearless reliance upon the protecting arm of his heavenly Master, 
he abode, losing no opportunity, during the lucid intervals between 
their oft recurrent periods of intoxication, to present the love of a 
dying Saviour to their hearts, and to urge them to a different course 
of life. 

Of the success which crowned the labors of Rauch and of those 

who assisted him and followed him into this region of missionary 

work, it is not our purpose to speak at length, nor to particularize 
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the series of persecutions to which these Moravian teachers and 
their converts at Shecomeco and Pachgatgoch were subjected. 

No choice at last remained but removal; and Bethlehem, the 
youthful, albeit staid, settlement, offered a sheltering site to the 
Christian refugees from the Provinces of New York and Con- 
necticut. 

Here, on the sloping banks of the Manakes, were pitched the 
tents of peace, " Friedenshiitten," and here Mohican and Wam- 
panoag alike were ministered unto, both temporally and spiritually, 
by the brethren of Bethlehem. 

Here, moreover, as many a rudely lettered tablet of stone on the 
old burying-ground attests, a great number found their earthly 
resting-place — victims of that dreaded disease so generally fatal to 
the Indian, small-pox, which was epidemic in the Summer of 1 746, 
barely four months after the hegira from Shecomeco. 

Friedenshiitten was, however, regarded but as a temporary 
asylum, for in May of 1746 a party of eleven Indians went across 
the Blue Mountains to the banks of the Mahoning, there to plant, 
and to prepare for a more general coming of their brethren ; here 
the Moravians had purchased, under various indentures, several 
hundred acres of land, stretching for some distance along each side 
of the Mahoning westwardly from its junction with the Lehigh 
River. 

This spot, beyond the outposts of the white settlements of eastern 
Pennsylvania, and, by its situation, a gateway in the main road of 
communication between the white settlers and the undefined Indian 
regions of Nescopec, Wamphallobank, and Onondaga, had been 
chosen as a site for a place of refuge — a veritable Zoar in the wil- 
derness — for the exiles from Shecomeco, and served as such to the 
homeless Delawares who in 1751 were forced to leave their village 
of Meniolagomeka on the northern side of the Blue Mountain, near 
what is now known as Smith's Gap. 

In 1747 a saw and grist-mill was erected on the Mahoning by 
the brethren of Bethlehem under the superintendence of Henry 
Antes, and the first grain was ground in July of the same year. A 
second and commodious chapel was built in 1749. 

Thus was begun this asylum for the converted Indian, — 
" Gnadenhiitten," the " abodes of grace," — set, moreover, as a 
beacon light upon the hill, to guide the roving savage to the 
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spot where the word of life was spoken by the missionary as 
well as by the Indian convert ; and many a dusky heathen here 
professed his faith in the Saviour and received the ordinance of 
baptism. 

In 1754 the Indians removed their dwellings to the east side of 
the Lehigh. 

Here, on a tract lately purchased by the brethren of Bethlehem 
(the site of Weissport of the present day), the rich bottom-lands 
offered better inducements to the tiller of the soil. 

To sketch the various vicissitudes which befell the promising 
Indian congregation gradually gathered here, is not our purpose. 
During the French and Indian war this flock and its teachers fared 
severely at the hands of both whites and Indians; the former 
acknowledged no distinction between the savage in his wild state 
and the peaceable Moravian Indian, and suspected the pastors and 
teachers of sympathizing with the French cause, while the latter 
who, time and again, before the outbreak of hostilities, attempted 
to draw away the converts from their peaceful abodes on the Lehigh 
to the Wyoming Valley, proved a treacherous foe, alike to the 
Christianized Indians and to their teachers. 

On the memorable night of the 24th of November, 1755, fell 
the blow that forever put an end to the Indian settlement of 
Gnadenhiitten. 

Of the sixteen teachers and laborers — men, women and children 
— who occupied the " Gemeinhaus," into which the former chapel 
had been converted, ten fell by the bullet or tomahawk of the 
savage, or found a more horrible death in the flames of the burning 
building, and one was led into captivity and died after suffering 
untold hardships and cruelties. 

The affrighted Indians in New Gnadenhiitten, upon the first 
news of the massacre, scattered, and concealed themselves in the 
dense forests of the Pine Swamp, and all found a resting place, 
temporary though it proved to be, at Nain, the newly founded 
Indian village, two miles northwest of Bethlehem. 

This appalling dispensation was the turning point of public 
opinion with regard to the Moravians. 

On the one hand, the exasperated and lawless militia from the 
Jerseys, who had appeared over against Bethlehem but a few days 
before this night of horror, with the avowed intention of destroy- 
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ing the place, and dispatching the " traitorous " inhabitants ; — on the 
other hand, the suspicious Ulster-Scots of the Irish Settlement, who 
had forcibly delayed David Zeisberger on this very 24th of Novem- 
ber, while he was carrying a message of advice to the laborers 
among the Indian flock at New Gnadenhiitten ; — both parties 
acknowledged the unjust accusations which had been urged against 
the Moravians of being sympathizers with the French. 

A short time afterwards, a small party of Colonial troops was 
sent to New Gnadenhiitten to guard the deserted buildings ; but on 
New Year's Day following, while enjoying the sport of sliding on 
the ice, these defenders were enticed away by a wily savage, who, in 
childlike innocence, was similarly engaged farther up the river, fell 
into an ambuscade, and were slaughtered. The houses of New 
Gnadenhiitten as well as the Old Gnadenhiitten mill, which still 
remained on the opposite side of the Lehigh, near the mouth of the 
Mahoning, were burned to the ground. 

In accordance with the urgent request of Spangenberg, the 
Colonial government sent a larger body of troops, under the com- 
mand of that versatile genius, statesman, philosopher and soldier — 
Benjamin Franklin — to the scene of destruction, where a stronghold 
of palisades, consisting of pine-tree trunks a foot thick and 18 feet 
high, was hastily built, named Fort Allen, and embellished with a 
small cannon, calculated possibly to strike terror into the heart 
of any savage who might venture near this solitary outpost of 
civilization. 

It is to be presumed that this garrison led a quiet and unevent- 
ful life, until the final corporal's guard was paid off and discharged, 
in January, 1761. 

Fort Allen, albeit a deserted spot, impressed its name upon the 
place, and New Gnadenhiitten, the home where had dwelt the 
Christian Mohican and Delaware, side by side, was a thing of the 
past — the very name has been forgotten and is unknown to the 
present generation — and for fifteen years the lands of the' Brethren 
on the Mahoning, lay desolate. 

In the northern bounds of Lehigh County, skirting the Blue 
Ridge, lies the Township of Lynn, erected as such in 1753, from 
the undefined region known as Allemsengel, " utter want." Here 
the Brethren maintained, with more or less regularity, a preaching 
place from 1742 until 1751 ; in the latter year, a house of worship 
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and a parsonage were erected, and in the Fall a congregation was 
organized. 

In the year 1754, when John H. Mceller and his wife Rosina 
had charge of this flock, some of the principal members were John 
George Bibighaus, Gottlieb Demuth, Henry Haller, John Holder, 
Sr., John Holder, Jr., Adam Luckenbach, 1 his wife Eva and his 
son John Ludwig, and George, Charles, and Andrew Volck. In 
1766, when John Neisser and Rosina his wife were stationed here, 
the total membership reached 66. 

After this year, a spirit of unrest came over this rural charge, and 
its membership decreased by removals to Lebanon, Warwick, and 
Macungie; in April, 1769, Bishop Ettwein, while on a visitation 
in Lynn, made favorable offers to the Brethren towards beginning 
a settlement on the Gnadenhiitten lands, which lay fifteen miles to 
the northeast of them, on the other side of the Blue Mountains ; 
his proposals met with favor, and, already during the following 
month, John Everit with his family moved thither and made his 
abode temporarily in the deserted barracks of Fort Allen. Everit 
was soon followed by John Holder and family, and the widower 
George Bibighaus and his daughter. Joseph Neisser frequently 
visited them and held services of worship at their homes, on which 
occasions neighboring families from farther up the Mahoning 
Valley, as also from Lizard Creek, four miles away, were wont to 
attend. As an outcome of these visits, doubtless, a memorial, 
dated September, 1770, and addressed to Bishop Nathanael Seidel, 
was sent to Bethlehem with the desire that the Rev. Joseph Neisser 

1 Adam Luckenbach, born February 28, 1713, in Winkelbach (Cfrqfsehaft 
Hackenburg), married Eva Maria Spie8s, May 13, 1784. Their son John Ludwig 
was born in Germany, shortly before their emigration to America. Adam visited 
Bethlehem for the first time, December 22, 1742 ; he was then engaged in teaching 
school at Goshehoppen. He subsequently lived near Lancaster, in Lynn town- 
ship, in Macungie. and finally with his son, John Ludwig, on the south side of the 
Lehigh, opposite Bethlehem. 

Here he again sought the acquaintance of the Moravians, and partook of the 
means of grace afforded by the Church, and he was visited by the Brethren in his 
last illness. He died October 16, 1785, and by his special request, although no 
communicant member, was interred in the Bethlehem cemetery. His surviving 
children were John Ludwig, (born at Winkelbach, January 27, 1738, died at 
Hope, N. J., March 1, 1795), Anna Catharine, (born December 19, 1743, baptized 
by Lischy "under an oak tree"), and Elizabeth, (born December 1, 1749, bap- 
tized by Cammerhoff in the same year; married J. Bauschenberger). 
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or some other of the congregation be allowed to come and settle on 
the north side of the mountains among the subscribers. 2 

New purchasers of land now appeared upon the scene. In 
Duchess County, in the Colony of New York, near the border line 
of Connecticut, there still existed the Sichem Moravian Congrega- 
tion, at this period of time in the charge of Francis and Anna 
Catharine Bohler, and, according to a catalogue of the year 1769, 
the membership consisted for the greater part of the two large 
families Warner and Edmonds, 3 living on rented farms ; on the 
expiration of their leases, their attention was attracted by the favor- 
able offers of land on the Mahoning, and, after a tour of inspection 
made in July, 1770, Daniel Warner, his wife and six children 
moved to Gnadenhiitten and took up temporary quarters in the old 
fort. In February, 1771, they were followed by his son Nathan, 
wife and three children, and in October of the same year by Edmund 
Edmonds, wife and seven children. Henry Davis and William 
Knickerbocker, of the Sichem congregation, also expressed their 
intention of removing to the Mahoning, and Francis Bohler was 
recalled to Bethlehem in October of the same year. 

This was the final act of the cessation of Moravian work upon 
or near the site of the early missionary labors of Rauch, Mack, 
Senseman, Bruce, Biittner and Powell. 

Meanwhile Joseph Neisser 4 had been asked to take charge of the 



2 The names affixed to this petition are : Wm. Thomas, Josiah Thomas, Samuel 
Custard, John Custard, John Bhoads. 



3 Daniel Warner, born July 22, 1714. 
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Nathan 

Sarah 
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jr-, 



Samuel 

John 

Ezra 

Nathan 

Peter 

Ebenezer 

Elizabeth 



March 22, 1720. 
August 20, 1740. 
September 5,1742. 
January 17, 1744. 
June 17, 1748. 

January 1, 1754. 
January 1, 1757. 
August 5, 1759. 
September 2,1762. 
October 31, 1765. 
July 26, 1767. 
September 2,1769. 
March 11, 1769. 



Edmund Edmonds, born March 14,1721 . 
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Oliver 
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June 21, 1752. 


Rosina 
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Dec. 12, 1746. 


Catharine 


i u 


Sept. 4, 1748. 


Thankful 


t u 


June 8, 1750. 


Peter 


t a 


July 27, 1760. 


Martha 


t a 


Sept. 22, 1756. 


Mary 


t it 


July 8, 1758. 


Rebecca 


< a 


Aug. 9, 1762. 



* Joseph Neisser was born February 28, 1722, in Sehlen, Moravia. At the age 
of two months he was brought to Herrnhut by his parents. Here he learned 
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new " plan " on the Mahoning, and on December 9 he preached his 
farewell sermon to the small remnant at Lynn. The school-house 
and chapel at this place was sold to the Lutherans, and the purchase 
money was set apart to defray the cost of a meeting-house and 
parsonage to be built at Gnadenhiitten. 

Neissers remained with their charge until May, 1771, and Edward 
Thorpe became the pastor in December of this year, by which time 
a saw and grist-mill had been completed, and the membership of 
the congregation numbered forty souls. 

The brethren from Sichem understanding no German, and those 
from Lynn being conversant with both English and German, the 
services were conducted in English. 

The two Warner families, having completed their dwellings in 
Gnadenhutten, left Fort Allen in (January, 1772, and occupied 
their new homes, leaving the Edmonds holding the fort alone until 
October following, when these also moved over the river. 

Henry Davis and his family left Sichem, and, after a fifteen days' 
journey, reached this place on December 28, and made their abode 
in the barracks. 

In February of 1773 plans were made for the erection of a 
chapel and parsonage, which was completed in the Fall of 1774. 
It was a one-story log building, 30x46, facing south towards the 
Mahoning ; a narrow hallway traversed the house, opening on the 
left into the chapel, and on the right into the minister's dwelling 
rooms. 

The dedication took place September 17, 1774, and the first 
service was held by Thorpe and Bishop John Ettwein. The rite 
of baptism was administered on the following day to Sarah Davis 
(wife of Henry Davis) and to Sarah Elizabeth, their daughter, aged 
twenty years. 

On the same day, and in the new chapel also, was performed the 
marriage ceremony of the single brother Jonathan Warner with 
the single sister Sarah Everit. 

the cutler's trade ; in 1745 married Anna Eosina Hauff (born October 6, 1723, in 
Burkau, Upper Lusatia) ; they emigrated to Pennsylvania in 1765. They served 
at the following stations : Lynn, Gnadenhutten, Graeeham, and Hope, N. J.; after 
1784 lived in retirement at Bethlehem, where he died, June 25, 1793. His widow 
departed this life February 20, 1797 ; of six children but one (a daughter living 
at Sarepta in Russia) survived her parents. 
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The congregation together with the so-called " Society members " 
at this time numbered sixty. 

In 1775 Thorpe was succeeded by Francis Bohler, and in June 
of 1777 the latter took charge of the Emmaus congregation, and 
Thorpe was re-established at Gnadenhiitten. 

The turbulent times of the War of Independence had now come, and 
this little flock was hardly beset during the several years following. 

Thorpe writes under date of September 6, 1777 : — 

" During the past month we were subjected to repeated threats 
and accusations of being Tories — under the protection of Lord 
Howe — and of furnishing aid and succor to the Tories and Indians. 
Col. Siegfried with thirty armed men came upon us to-day, examined 
us closely, but found nothing against us, and laid the blame of the 
suspicions resting on us upon some,of our evil-disposed neighbors. 
They took Bro. Knickerbocker along with them, however, because 
he was rather too outspoken in his views, and released him only 
after he had consented to take the ' test oath.' 

September &£. — A militia captain came to-day and called for Bro. 
Wm. Carney (our blacksmith). The latter had left the village, 
and the officer gave notice that, in default of his reporting within 
three days, he would be liable to a fine of £50 ; his smithy tools 
and appliances were seized and held as security. Bro. Warner's 
oxen and horse were taken to Allentown, where, to redeem them, 
he had to pay his son John's fine of £50. 

November 13. — 20,000 feet of boards (some of them had been 
sold to Bethlehem) are seized and taken to Allentown as war-tribute. 

December 12. — The married Brethren Nathan and Daniel Warner, 
both heads of large families, were forcibly taken to Allentown, and, 
being unwilling to serve in the militia for two months, and unable 
to pay £108 ransom, they were forced to cut fifty cords of wood 
each, in the neighborhood of Allentown, for the use of the soldiery." 

Their laborious task was duly completed, and they returned to 
their homes in February of the following year, with a promise of 
4d. per cord as payment for their services. Two deaths occurred 
during this year, viz.: John Everit, 5 (the first settler in the village), 
and Barbara Holder. 6 

5 John Everit was born January 25, 1717, on Long Island, N. Y.; moved with 
his parents to Lynn Township, where in 1742 he married Mary Holder ; he was 
for some years Justice of the Peace, and united with the Moravians in 1760. 

6 Barbara Holder, daughter of Andrew, Sr., and Catharine Volck, was born 
April 17, 1703, in Durmstein, near Worms in Germany, came to America with her 
parents in 1709, and settled near Newburgh, N. Y.; married to John Holder, Sr., 
(from London, Eng.) in 1722, and removed to Lynn Township about 1735 ; a 
family of twelve children survived her. 
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During the first half of the year 1778 this little flock was sore 
beset by the Continental militia, until July, when the greater part 
of the members took the oath of fealty. 

The Indian incursions into the Wyoming Valley, and the subse- 
quent terrible massacre near Wilkes-Barre were followed by an in- 
flux of refugees into Gnadenhiitten ; as many as seventy-five came 
in on July 7, where they were fed and sheltered for several days. 

During this year Bro. Thorpe opened a school, which was 
patronized by members of the congregation, as well as by neighbors 
living along the Mahoning and Lizard Creeks, among whom were 
Samuel Dodson and Joseph Rhoads, both of whom, as well as sev- 
eral members of their families, were in the course of time received 
into the Church. 

In July, 1779, Francis Bohler succeeded Edward Thorpe, 7 who 
was becoming too feeble to attend to the multitudinous duties of 
farm, school, and pastoral work. 

The year 1780 was very unquiet on account of Indian incursions 
into this neighborhood. The diarist says, under date of April 25 : — 

" Early this morning our neighbor Gilbert's 8 house, barn, and mill 
were burnt to the ground, and the entire family taken captive by 
Indians. Abigail Dodson, 9 aged thirteen, a member of our Society, 

7 Edward Thorpe, born in Yorkshire, England, June 25, 1721 ; learned shoe- 
making with his father ; in 1752 entered the Single Brethren's House at Fulneck ; 
in 1754 came to Bethlehem, where he worked at his trade for some time and later 
was teacher in the Boys' School here and at Nazareth. In 1763 he married the 
widow Grace Ockertehaus (m. n. Brooke), with whom he had a daughter, Sarah 
(md. John Christopher Pyrlaeus). In this year he was ordained Deacon ; served 
at Sichem, at Pachgatgoch (the last minister there), and as assistant in Philadel- 
phia ; then went to Gnadenhiitten, later to Bethlehem, where he worked on the 
cobbler's bench, and in 1781 to Staten Island, where he remained two and a half 
years, when he returned to Bethlehem, and died July 31, 1797. 

8 Benjamin Gilbert, a Quaker from Philadelphia County, moved to the Maho- 
ning, four miles from Gnadenhiitten, in 1775, where he built a saw and grist-mill. 
His household of twelve souls was carried off by Indians on this occasion and 
taken to Canada. Some were adopted by Indians, and others were hired out into 
the service of white families. Benjamin, a sire of seventy years, broken in body 
and mind, died, and his remains repose at the foot of an oak tree near the St. 
Lawrence below Ogdensburg. After a captivity of two and a half years, the sur- 
vivors were redeemed, and were reunited at Montreal. 

9 Abigail Dodson was taken captive with the members of the Gilbert family, 
April 25, 1780, and, together with them, was led by severe and toilsome marches, 
over mountains and through swamps towards Canada. Upon entering an Indian 
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has been carried off also. We receive instructions from Bethlehem 
to send our women and children thither and to Nazareth. When, 
however, the transport wagons from Christiansbrunn and Gnaden- 
thal arrive, all the men with the exception of four, including 
Bohler, resolve to leave also, so great was the consternation ! The 
refugees returned on the 22d of May following. A guard of armed 
militia (Lynnites, Heidelbergers and Weissenburgers,) remained with 
us for over six months. 



village, the prisoners were forced to undergo the terrible ordeal of a public recep- 
tion and welcome, which was accorded them by the resident savages, and in which 
even women and children took part ; the Indians, armed with sticks and stones, 
would beat the prisoners unmercifully, as these were led through the village by 
their captors ; Abigail, however, by remaining in the midst of the warriors, met 
with somewhat less severe injuries. On restching the Canadian borders, the pris- 
oners were separated, and Abigail was allotted to a cruel savage, at whose hands 
she suffered very inhuman treatment for a year, her life being frequently in dan- 
ger, especially when he was intoxicated. She was stricken with a fever, and for 
four months during her illness was not allowed to enter the wigwam, but was 
forced to make for herself a shelter of hemlock boughs, and subsist on corn-meal 
and water ; during these hardships she contracted a hip-disease, which rendered 
her lame for life. 

For a consideration of $50 she was sold to a Cayuga Chief, at whose hands she 
met with kind treatment and protection. He supplied her with fine clothing, be- 
decked with silver ornaments — gifts which the Chief was wont to receive from the 
English traders at Fort Niagara, to whom his friendship and good-will were in- 
valuable. Her duties were the supervision of his cattle, of which he had a great 
number. In the Spring of 1785, she was given her freedom, and found a shelter 
near Detroit, with a white man whose wife was an Indian. From this place a 
letter" was written to her parents advising them of her whereabouts, which 
reached them in August. Thomas Dodson, a near relative, was at once dispatched 
to Detroit, a free pass having been given him by the President in Philadelphia. 
In the mean time the Cayuga chief had returned, had reclaimed her, and taken 
her two hundred miles farther into the wilderness, rendering her recovery almost 
hopeless. Thomas Dodson, however, pursued his search with unswerving diligence, 
and, in a few weeks, discovered her abiding place. 

The Chief had now gone to England on a visit, and before her final release was 
effected, her kinsman was forced, in default of a ransom price of $50, to give up 
his horse and trappings. Their homeward journey was full of vicissitudes and 
dangers ; on one occasion, when on the verge of starvation, while traversing a 
river in a canoe, a storm arose and many large fish leaped forth from the water, 
enabling them to secure enough to supply their pressing wants. On reaching the 
Tioga River, being without means of transport, and at a loss how to continue the 
journey though the trackless wilds, a tenantless canoe, loaded with corn, came 
down the stream within securing distance from where they stood. In this boat 
they made their way to Wyoming, from whence they traveled a foot and reached 
their home in Gnadenhiitten, to the indescribable joy of her parents. 
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December 7. — The captain of the militia informs me that this 
day has been appointed for humiliation and supplication, and I 
hastily summoned the people to worship ; later in the day we learn 
that it should have been a service of thanksgiving." 

The principal events chronicled during the remainder of Francis 
Bohler's ministerial term were the admission of Paul Greer 10 and 
his wife into the Society, and the death (March, 1784) of the 
oldest member of the congregation, John Holder, 11 aged 92 years. 

On April 20, Easter-day of 1783, the Litany was prayed on the 
cemetery for the first time since the rebuilding of Gnadenhiitten. 
How peculiarly impressive must have been the prayer for " ever- 
lasting fellowship with those of our brethren and sisters who have 
entered into the joy of their Lord," as offered on this bright Easter 
morn, on the very spot where "were reposing the remains of those 
martyrs, who, in the cause of Christ, " through fiery trials trod !" 

In August, 1784, Francis Bohler 12 was transferred to Old Man's 
Creek, N. J., and John Frederick Mohring was introduced as 
pastor in Gnadenhiitten. 

In the Fall of this year, Mr. Jacob Weiss, of Philadelphia, pur- 
chased 700 acres of land from the Moravians, on the east side of the 
Lehigh, including the site of New Gnadenhiitten and Fort Allen, 
and, having built a homestead and saw-mill, he brought hither his 
wife Elizabeth, (m. n. Robinson) and two children, Rebecca and 

10 Paul Greer, from the Isle of Man, shoemaker ; came to America with the 
British troops ; lived on Gilbert's place until its destruction ; then moved to 
Everit's at the mill on the Mahoning. His wife, Hannah, was from Philadelphia 
County. 

11 John Holder, born at Tower Hill, London, Eng., in 1692 ; his parents were 
Episcopalians ; after his father's death, his mother came with her son to America 
and took up land in the Highlands, on the Hudson River, under Queen Anne's 
grant. John married Barbara Volck, and moved to Maxatawny and later to Lynn ; 
visited Bethlehem in 1748, and was received into communion there. 

12 Francis Bohler was born at Frankforton-the-Main, September I, 1722. His 
parents were Conrad and Antoinette Elizabeth Bohler, (m. n. Hauf). His brother 
was the eloquent and fervent laborer in the Moravian Church, Peter Bohler, who 
was his senior by ten years. He was married at Herrnhaag, May 11, 1746, to 
Anna Catharine Jag, who died at Old Man's Creek, N. J., November 8, 1784. 

Their two children died in infancy (Petrus in London, Eng., 1754, and John in 
Bethlehem, 1756). 

His second wife, Anna (late Unger, m. n. Rose), was the daughter of Peter and 
Catharine Rose (m. n. Budmanski), who after Rose's death married John Michael 
Huber. 
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Jacob, from Nazareth, where they had been residing for the past 
year or two. 

They had occupied their new home barely a year, before a dis- 
astrous flood swept over the lowlands, the Lehigh rising to the 
unprecedented height of twenty-six feet above low water mark ; a 
family by the name of Tippey was carried a short distance down 
the Lehigh, where the house fell to pieces; the parents escaped 
drowning by seizing on the overhanging limbs of a tree, whence 
they were rescued by a hardy neighbor ; their two children, how- 
ever, perished. This freshet was, for years, remembered as " Tip- 
pey's flood." 

In March, 1787, Mohrings 13 were succeeded by George and 
Sarah Schmidt, 14 who remained in this charge for over nine years. 

The marble tablet, which marks the spot where lie interred the 
remains of the martyrs of the massacre of 1755, was procured and 
set December 10, 1788. 15 

13 John Frederic Mohring was born October 24, 1737, at Hirschberg, im. 
Voigtland. He was educated in the Moravian school at Ebersdorf ; in 1752 went 
to Herrnhut to learn purse-making; was employed as Chor^pfleger in Fulneck, 
Eng., in Gracehill, Ireland, and in Bedford, Eng., where he was ordained Deacon 
in 1777. In 1783 he came to Bethlehem, and in the following year married Maria 
Salome Neisser ; they were at various times stationed at Gnade'nhiitten, Staten 
Island and Old Man's Creek, N. J.; here his wife died, June 28, 1793. On Octo- 
ber 1, 1795, he married the single sister Christine Elizabeth Beckel, and returned 
to his late post in New Jersey. They took charge of the congregation on Staten 
Island in 1797, and in 1803 were called to Schceneck, where they remained but a 
few weeks ; on account of his rapidly growing infirmities, they returned to Beth- 
lehem, where he departed this life on April 11, 1804. 

14 George Schmidt was born November 17, 1719, at Markstadt, Franconia, in the 
Margravate of Anspach ; united with the Moravians in 1742 ; was ordained Deacon 
at Herrnhut, February 15, 1761 ; served for some years in Ireland, where he mar- 
ried Sarah Martin, November 20, 1769. They had one child, who died in infancy. 
They came to America in 1787, and at once accepted the post at Gnadenhiitten. 
He retired from active service in 1796, and removed to Bethlehem ; thence to 
Nazareth, where he died, June 4, 1803. 

16 This memorial stone, which has since been supplemented by a monument — 
erected August 7, 1848, just a century, to the day, since the first burial was made 
on this consecrated Acre of God, (that of the Indian child Christine, interred 
August 7, 1748), by descendants of Martin Nitschmann, whose martyrdom is thereon 
recited — is the cynosure of the visitor to these historic grounds. It is, moreover, 
the only relic dating from the last century, which carries us back to the days when 
the Moravian Gnadenhiitten here existed. It was mainly through the exertions 
of the late Joseph Leibert, of revered and honored memory, (who departed 
August 24, 1858), whose wife, Rebecca, was the grand-daughter of Martin and 
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At the pressing invitation of settlers in Huntingdon, Shickshinny, 
and the neighboring regions in the Wyoming Valley, Bro. Schmidt 
made a tour into this part of the State, and preached at the homes 
of various families, meeting with the kindest reception wherever he 
spoke. These settlers Avere principally Baptists, Presbyterians, and 
Universalists, and at such gatherings had a fondness for engaging 
in warm disputes on doctrinal points. In the year 1796 the 
widowed Sister Elizabeth Dodson, together with the younger mem- 
bers of her family, moved into this neighborhood from the Mahoning. 

In 1788 the membership of the Gnadenhiitten congregation 
numbered 85 ; after this time there was a gradual falling off. 

The necrological register during the term of Schmidt's incum- 
bency included several of the older members of the Church, viz. : 
Daniel Warner, 16 his wife Bethia, Phoebe Edmonds, 17 and John 
George Bibighaus. 18 

In 1794 the diarist, for the first time, makes mention of the coal 
mines above Gnadenhiitten. A coal company had been organized, 
and a tract of land skirting the Lehigh River was, in this year, 
purchased of John Edmonds, for the purpose of laying out a town. 

It is hardly to be supposed that, at this early day, any, even the 
most sanguine, dreamed of the possible extent and proportions to 
which the traffic in this unpromising black stone was destined to 
grow, and what multitudes of mighty industries should in later 
years be the outcome of its discovery. 

In August, 1796, Samuel Towle succeeded Schmidt in the pas- 
torate of this church, and labored here until June, 1800. In 1799 
several families, (Paul Greer, Ezra Warner, Jonathan Warner, 
Mary Everit, Asa Walton and Nathan Warner, Jr.), twenty-two 

Susanna Nitschmann, that this hallowed spot, imbedded in briers and thorns, was 
rescued from oblivion. 

16 Daniel Warner, Sr., born July, 1714, at Lebanon, Conn. Bethia Warner, 
born March, 1720, at Windham, Conn., was married to D. Warner, 1739. 

17 Phcebe Edmonds (m. n. Davis) born at Sichem. September, 1756 ; came to 
Gnadenhiitten with her parents, Henry and Sarah Davis ; was baptized here in 
1776, and married to Peter Edmonds in 1786. 

18 John George Bibighaus, (wheelwright) ; born September 3, 1708, in Wittgen- 
stein, of Reformed parents ; emigrated to America with his first wife, Christine 
(m. n. Gerhard), who died in 1737; united with the Moravians at Muddy Creek 
in '1743; took his second wife. Ann Margareth (m. n. Hunsecker), in 1740; re- 
moved to Lynn in 1750; his wife died October, 1759. 
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members in all, moved to Ohio, where they had purchased lands on 
the Tuscarawas, from the Society of the United Brethren for Prop- 
agating the Gospel among the Heathen, leaving, at the close of the 
year, a membership at Gnadenhiitten of but forty-eight souls ; and, 
in April, 1800, they were followed by Peter Edmonds and Peter 
Warner with their families, a total of twelve. 

In June, 1800, Nils Tillofson and his wife Hannah were installed 
as the laborers, while Towles 19 were sent to Old Man's Creek, N. J. 

During the past few years quite a large influx of strangers had 
occurred ; many of the new neighbors, who were mostly of Ger- 
man descent, attended the services, which were now occasionally 
held in German, but very few new names were entered upon the 
Church catalogue. 

Tillofsons left their charge in May, 1803, and were succeeded, in 
August, by John Christian Fritz, who, in his first report to the 
Conference, exclaims : — " This is the most miserable place to which 
the Lord has, as yet, sent us ; the fences are down, and the corn and 
potatoes are ruined by the hogs ; in this grave-yard I, for one, would 
not wish to be buried ; it is a pasture ground for swine and cattle ; 
we can not exist on this station very long." 

In the following year he writes : — "If there are three, four or 
five hearers at our services every three or four weeks, we feel over- 
joyed, (sind wir himmlisch vergnvgt). We did not celebrate the 
' Heathen Festival,' there are heathen enough here amongst us." 
He complains of the prevalence of intemperance and shiftlessness 
among his members, and of their unwillingness to render any help 
to the minister in charge. " We are not quite dead yet, but often 
suffer actual want; we celebrated our ' Gemein-Fest ' with three 
brethren." 

Notwithstanding the aversion to the cemetery, so pointedly ex- 
pressed by this long-suffering servant of the Lord, he actually 
found his final earthly resting-place within the bounds of this spot. 

On June 19, 1805, after an illness of several months, he departed 

19 Samuel Towle was born in England, November 26, 1757 ; while a single man 
he served on the Mission among the Esquimaux ; was married January 12, 1792, 
to Elizabeth Emerson of London. They served on the Mission in Antigua, W. I., 
later at Gnadenhutten, at Old Man's Creek and at Newport, E. I. He removed 
to Nazareth in 1817 as a retired minister. His wife died here December 11, 1823, 
and he himself departed on New Year's Day of the following year. Two daugh- 
ters, living in Salem, N. C, survived him. 
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this life. Bro. John Frederic Frueauff was with him in his last 
moments, and conducted his burial service on the 21st. 30 

John Caspar Freytag and Hannah (m. n. Fernley) his wife, were 
sent to minister to the remnant of this congregation in November 
of this year. 

A comparatively young man, of buoyant spirits and vigorous 
health, he entered upon his duties as minister, school-teacher and 
husbandman, with zeal and ardor. The improvement of the cem- 
etery was a special object of his concern, and, after four years of 
untiring attempts to arouse his shiftless and procrastinating members, 
a neat picket-fence stood in place at last, and his. exclamation of 
triumph over the accomplishment of this long-needed improvement 
savors of a pardonable spice of sarcasm. 

His school grew from an attendance of two, in 1 805, to thirty, in 
1806, the greater part of the pupils being children of the German 
neighbors. 

In 1807 the congregation was reduced to seventeen members ; 
services, other than festivals and funerals, were attended but sparsely ; 
the neighbors, even, came but seldom, and then chiefly to converse 
on temporal affairs. 

New Year's Day of 1813 was passed over without any divine 
service, because of festivities going on in the neighboring tavern at 
Lehigh ton, (as the new village had been termed since 1809). 

During this year the only remaining member of the congregation, 
Joseph Rhoads, made preparations for his removal to Ohio, and 
Freytag 21 asked to be relieved of his duties ; he writes : — " For 

20 John Christian Fritz (sometimes written Friz), was born in Anspach, Ger- 
many; moved at various times with his parents to Wirtemberg and Silesia; in 
November 1 744 entered the Boys' School, in charge of the Moravians, at Ebersdorf. 
In 1750 was put to learning the trade of purse-maker. In 1770 he took charge of 
the boys in the economy in Bedford, Eng. In 1771 he went to Salem, N. C, where, 
in 1774, he married the widow Elizabeth von der Merck, (m. n. Loesch) and em- 
ployed himself at purse-making. Having been ordained Deacon in 1780, he took 
charge of the congregation at Hope, N. C. In 1789 he went as missionary to 
Tobago, W. I., returned to Bethlehem in 1798, and, moved to Nazareth in 1802. 
He had no children. 

21 His surviving children were Catharine (md. to the late Matthew Christ), born 
in Bethlehem, September 1, 1805; died January 20, 1866. 

Justina Birkby (md. to the late Dr. Abrm. L. Huebener), born in Gnadenhiitten, 
October 12, 1810; died at Bethlehem, January 16, 1884. 
John, born in Gnadenhiitten in 1812 ; living at Bethlehem. 



414 gnadenhOtten ON THE MAHONING. 

eight years have we lived, nay, rather existed, at this post, under 
severe and innumerable trials and discouragements." 

Joseph Rhoads 22 folded his tents in 1814, and followed the 
stream of emigration, which had for some time been trending its 
course into Ohio. 

What may, peradventure, have been the feelings of the solitary 
watchman on the Gnadenhiitten hills as he saw the last of his flock, 
with wife and children, goods and chattels, leaving the Mahoning 
Valley and traveling towards the set of the sun, this deponent will 
not attempt to chronicle. Suffice it to say, he remained in his 
turret-capped domicile with the partner of his joys and sorrows, 
hopes and disappointments, for another twelve month. In 1815 
he purchased a farm near Cherryville, in Northampton County, 
and, on the church-yard in that village, may be read the simple 
inscriptions relating to the birth and death of these faithful servants 
of the Lord, the last Moravian laborers at Gnadenhiitten on the 
Mahoning, to wit : — 

John Caspar Friday. 

Born January 6, 1769, in Germany. 

Died April 3, 1821. 



Hannah Friday 

(late Fernley). 

Born May 19, 1771, 

in Yorkshire, England, 

and departed this life April 30, 1823. 



** Joseph Rhoads was born of Quaker parents in 1756, in Bucks County, Pa. 
In 1773 married Rosanna Edmonds ; was admitted into the Moravian Church at 
Gnadenhiitten by baptism in 1785 ; his wife died October, 1790, and in May, 
1781, he married Catharine Preidy. In June, 1814, he moved to Beersheba, a 
settlement on the south side of the Tuscarawas (then called the Muskingum), 
He died August 20, 1824, and is buried at Beersheba. Eleven children survived 
him. 



